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Cintas Sounds the Alarm on Fire Awareness for National Fire Prevention Week™ 

CINCINNATI — Sept. 26, 2018 — Would your facility be prepared if a fire occurred? In 
2015, more than 113,500 non-residential fires were reported, causing $3.1  
billion worth of property damage.1 Prevention is always the goal, but what happens if 
those efforts fall short? 
 
National Fire Prevention Week™ is Oct. 7-13, and to help prepare businesses for an 
emergency, Cintas Corporation (NASDAQ: CTAS) is offering tips to promote awareness 
of how to minimize a fire’s impact. 
 
To be prepared if and when a fire occurs: 

• Consider your facility’s risks. Examining the unique risks of a workplace is an 
important responsibility for any property manager or building owner. Assess your 
facility for items that may contribute to the risk of a fire, such as flammable 
liquids, electric equipment or storage of combustible materials. Take note of 
specific hazards and make sure functional and up-to-date fire extinguishers and 
systems are in place to help minimize the impact of a fire. 
 

• Regularly inspect fire extinguishers. Extinguishers can be the first line of 
defense against a fire, so it is important that facility managers properly test and 
inspect each unit in the building. Make sure each extinguisher is maintained 
annually per applicable manufacturer and code standards, and perform monthly 
inspections to help ensure each extinguisher will operate properly in the event of 
a fire. 
 

 
1 https://www.nfpa.org/News-and-Research/Fire-statistics-and-reports/Fire-statistics/Fires-in-the-US/Overall-fire-
problem/Non-residential-structure-fires 



• Conduct staff training. Nearly three in four American adults have never used a 
fire extinguisher.2 Conduct thorough, hands-on training with your team using 
extinguisher types and sizes commonly found in your facility to help prepare 
them for an emergency. Local fire protection service providers or fire 
departments may be able to assist with this training. 
 

• Test emergency and exit lighting. Main power may be lost during a fire 
emergency, and more than one-third (34 percent) of U.S. workers would lack 
confidence in their ability to navigate their workplace safely in the event of a 
power outage.3 Regularly testing emergency and exit lighting can help make sure 
backup lighting functions correctly, allowing building occupants to navigate and 
exit buildings more easily during a fire. 
 

• Examine sprinkler systems. According to the National Fire Protection 
Association, sprinklers were effective at controlling a fire in 96 percent of fires 
occurring from 2010 to 2014 in which they operated.4 A well-maintained and 
regularly tested sprinkler system can help suppress a fire, keeping it from 
spreading to other parts of the building and helping give building occupants the 
opportunity to exit the facility. 
 

• Inspect fire alarms. Functioning fire alarms help facility personnel to detect fires 
earlier and potentially minimize costly damage. Regular tests and inspections, 
along with integrated monitoring, can help make sure your equipment is 
functioning properly and get building occupants to safety quickly. 
 

As a building owner or property manager, you have an important responsibility to be 
prepared if prevention falls short. Make sure your employees and assets are protected if 
a fire emergency occurs. 

For more information about Cintas’ fire protection solutions, visit 
https://www.cintas.com/fire-protection-services/.  

 

About Cintas Corporation: 

 
2 https://www.cintas.com/fire-protection-services/press-releases/cintas-study-reveals-gender-gap-in-fire-
extinguisher-use-and-the-need-for-better-fire-protection-training/ 
3 2017 Harris Poll data of 2,072 U.S. adults ages 18 and older 
4 NFPA Research: www.nfpa.org/research  



Cintas Corporation helps more than one million businesses of all types and sizes 
get Ready™ to open their doors with confidence every day by providing a wide range of 
products and services that enhance our customers’ image and help keep their facilities 
and employees clean, safe and looking their best. With products and services including 
uniforms, mats, mops, restroom supplies, first aid and safety products, fire 
extinguishers and testing, and safety and compliance training, Cintas helps customers 
get Ready for the Workday®. Headquartered in Cincinnati, Cintas is a publicly held 
Fortune 500 company traded over the Nasdaq Global Select Market under the symbol 
CTAS and is a component of both the Standard & Poor’s 500 Index and Nasdaq-100 
Index. 
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